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A  Newsletter for Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

“A shoot shall come out                                       
from the stump of Jesse, and 

  a branch shall grow out of his roots. “ 

Isaiah 11:1 

 

Dear Friends, 

Here we are in Advent - a season famously 
known as a time of preparation. We may see this state of readiness as a signal to 
get busy and get shopping! But for the faithful, we know better. Advent reminds 
us to take a moment and open our hearts, hear the scriptures anew and watch 
how God’s promise of hope and salvation prepare us as we move forward. 

The prophet Isaiah let God speak through him to a people who needed some-
thing good to focus on. In the midst of hardship, they needed hope to give them 
strength for the days ahead. They also needed reminding that God had not aban-
doned them. Rather, God was very active and had a plan! 

Isaiah speaks of new shoot coming out of something old and seemingly lifeless. A 
new king would rise up out of the house of David to bring forth God’s kingdom. I 
love that he has used the analogy of a new shoot doing the impossible - bringing 
forth New Life to an old tree. He speaks of roots that grow deep and branches 
that will grow. He’s talking about Jesus and the life and hope he will bring. 

For all of us at Christ Our Savior, we have seen new growth coming out of some-
thing old. Soon it will be official. On January 1st, we will be a brand new church. 
Led by God’s Spirit, we remained hopeful and confident that this new shoot we 
discovered among us would grow. And it has! 

So many of you have been faithfully working during this time of transition 
trusting in the new life that God was bringing about. A few of us have decided to 
mark this change with a new representation of us as church together. The logo is 
an image of a shoot with leaves that have sprung forth with a root below that 
holds us firm in the faith. And the vein that brings this new shoot its life is in the 
shape of a cross. May we never forget the saving grace of God through Jesus 
Christ - who makes all things not only possible, but NEW! 

As you begin this precious season of Advent, may you take time to see what God 
has and is doing all around you. And then, take a moment to give thanks because 
God’s got this and so much more! 

 

In Christ’s Love, 
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Pastor Karen Retires after 27 Years Serving at St. Andrews 

Pastor Karen Jewell ended her 27 year chapter at St. Andrews in Oshkosh on November 30th. Our community 
and the synod has been blessed by her ministry over these years. Her generous nature has helped so many 
along the way. Her intellect has enlightened those willing to listen and learn. In 2007 as I was just beginning 
my journey as a lay minister at UW Oshkosh, Pastor Karen took me under her wing. Our weekly coffee 
meetings helped guide and encourage me as I began my seminary education. She was a great partner in our 
collaborative ministry. Karen was celebrated by her congregation on Nov. 20th at the Best Western.  

Pastor Karen will be selling her home and hopes to eventually move out east to be closer to her daughter’s 
family in Boston. Her two sisters live in Virginia. Please keep Pastor Karen in your prayers as she embarks on 
a new adventure!  

- Pastor Connie 

The ELCA’s Young Adults in Global Mission 

(YAGM) program is ready for new volunteers! This 

year, for the first time since early 2020, YAGM partic-

ipants are walking alongside our international neigh-

bors. Now, it’s time for the YAGM team to find the 

next volunteers ready to step out into the world. Do 

you know one of them? Applications are now open, 

and you can invite young adults on this journey 

abroad for the 2023-2024 program year. 

If you know young adults aged 21 to 29, this is the 

time to reach out. Encourage them to apply for 

YAGM by the deadline of Feb.1, 2023. (Priority dead-

line is Jan. 15, 2023.) Talk to them personally about 

what this opportunity will mean for their faith, iden-

tity, career and understanding of God’s work in the 

world.  

Young Adults in Global Mission  Committees, Teams, and Ministry Partners  

St. Mark’s Food Pantry is open at the church every 
Wednesday from 9:00 – 11:00 AM and run by vol-
unteers. All are welcome. The first Sunday of the 
month is Food Pantry Sunday, when members are 
encouraged to bring food pantry items to wor-
ship.  Grant funds have been used to obtain oper-
ational equipment, such as freezers and cabinets. 
Fox Valley Community Table: A free meal site lo-
cated in the lower level of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Neenah. They serve every Tuesday and 
Saturday from 11:30 am – 12:30 pm. St. Mark’s 
provides and serves the meal on the first Tuesday 
of each month. The congregation financially sup-
ports these monthly meals with donations from 
members and has a dedicated group of volunteers 
preparing and serving. In the establishment of a 
new mission and visioning process in 2021, St. 
Mark’s designated one of it’s four ministry results 
areas (goals) to ending hunger in our community.  
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WHAT TO EXPECT...  

 
 

December 4 
Advent 2 Worship 9 am 

 
December 7 

Soup Supper 5:30 pm 
Midweek Worship 6:30 pm 

 
December 11 

Children Program 9 am 
Cookie Sale and Lunch After 

 
December 14 

Soup Supper 5:30 pm 
Midweek Worship 6:30 pm 

 
December 18 

Cantata Worship 9 am 

 
December 21 

Soup Supper 5:30 pm 
Midweek Worship 6:30 pm 

 
December 24 

Christmas Eve Worship 5 pm 

 
December 25 

Christmas Day Worship  9 am 

 
January 1 

Worship 9 am 

 
January 8 

New Beginnings Worship &  
Pastor’s Installation 1 pm 

(Pr. Jenn Pockat Presiding) 
Snacks & Refreshments After 

 

The Oshkosh North Madrigal Singers will be at our church on Sunday,     

December 4th to perform some carols before service. We hope you can be 

here to enjoy this elite group of musicians that will start the season bright!  

MADRIGAL  
CAROLERS 

Sunday, 12/4 
8:40 am 

The Christmas Cantata will be on 

December 18th. We hope you are 

all excited to bring this event back 

to our Parish. This year, Christ Our 

Savior Lutheran Church Choir will 

perform “Mary, Did You Know?” If 

you want any flyers to hand out to 

your family and friends or to put 

out in the community, they are on 

the office door. Please feel free to 

take as many as you need. There 

are full size sheets and half size 

sheets. 

Thank you! 

There will be a children’s program 

this year on December 11th. If you 

like to have your children or grand-

children be involved, please talk to 

our Sunday school teachers. They 

are excited to bring the Children's 

program back this year as the 

church hasn't been able to have it 

because of COVID in the past few 

years.  If you have any questions, 

please email at this address…. 

kidsministry.coslc@gmail.com 
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THANKSGIVING EVE COLLABORATIVE WORSHIP IS BACK!  

Please print names clearly to ensure proper spelling.  

Make checks payable to Christ Lutheran Church Flower Fund  

Deadline: December 5th. Please send in this half sheet with 

your check or cash to the office before the deadline. 

 

NO ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DEADLINE. 

 

$15.00 Each Plant  

White_______ Red_______ Marble______ 

Name of Sponsor(s): ____________________________________________________  

In Honor of _________________________________________________________  

or In Memory of _________________________________________________________ 

Poinsettia Order Form 

We were so excited to be able to gather again with our fellow ELCA churches. We were able to collaborate 

for Thanksgiving Eve in-person worship. Five congregations shared in reading, reflecting and singing at this 

special service. Following worship, we gathered in St. Andrew’s Fellowship Hall for pie and fellowship. We 

are so thankful for all who participated.. 

St. Andrews - St. John’s - First English - Peace - Christ Our Savior Lutheran Churches 
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The Annual Christmas Cookie Sale will take 
place Sunday, December 11th after the       
Children’s program. Cookies, Bars, Candies, etc 
will be $3 for a plate of 6. Set up for the event 
will be Saturday, December 10th between 
10am and 1pm. Lets make it a huge success by 
baking and buying!  

IF you have any question see  

Barb Schneider or Diane Schmude 

ARTICLES DUE BY DECEMBER 30TH 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 

COOKIE SALE 

Sunday  
December 11th 

BIRDIE’S BOX 

Our Birdie’s Box 
ministry is a popu-

lar one in our neighborhood. We see several 
people daily take items from our outside 
food panty. Because food is moving so quick-
ly, we find ourselves in need of the following 
items: 

• Canned Meats 

• Peanut Butter 

• Jelly (no glass jars please!) 

• Packages of Dry Noodles 

Thank you for your support!  

Cash donations also accepted 

                                      CHURCH ACTIVITIES           

                                  ARE PICKING UP AND 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!    
 

If you have an interest in serving in one of 
these ways, please contact our church office.  
interest in serving one of these ways, please 
contact our office or Pastor Connie at 
920.979.5934. Here are those volunteer needs: 
 

• Ushers 

• Offering Counters 

• Readers 

• A/V Switch Board Operator 

• Coffee Set-up & Clean Up 

• PowerPoint 

• Musicians 

Dear Friends, 

If you run a committee, we will need you to write 

a brief article that will be added to our Annual 

Booklet. Articles are due Friday, December 30th. 

  

ALSO! SAVE THE DATE! 

ANNUAL MEETING - FEBRUARY 5TH  
FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
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The Prayer Chain is an online ministry - wonderful, 
loving, caring, tenacious group of "Prayer Warri-
ors" who take time each day to pray for the needs 
of  others. If you are interested in participating in 
this email ministry, please contact: 

Eileen Kuehl 
235-6393, 920-573-7205 
eileenkuehl4@gmail.com  

Diane Schmude  
920-235-4689, diane4689@att.net 

These are also the people to contact if you wish 
to ask for a specific prayer. 

Have you suggestions for 
content for our news-

letter?   Let us know and con-
tact the office! 

 
secretary.coslc@gmail.com 

A COLORFUL MINISTRY OPPORTUNI-
TY! 

Consider signing  up to sponsor the 
flowers for a Sunday. The sign up sheet is located 
in the narthex.  See Christine Esselman about the 
flowers.  The cost is $20.00.  Christine will take 
care of the rest.  If you are interested in a special 
flower, just let Christine know and she will do her 
best to accommodate.  Flowers come from Festi-
val Foods. 

We will be going live on YouTube and not on 
Facebook on Sundays! This is the only way we 
won’t get blocked for copyright reasons.  If we 
somehow can’t stream on YouTube, please 
check our Facebook page for updates. 

Join us every Monday in the Fellowship Hall  
in person as we look at the upcoming text for 
each Sunday.  

BIBLE STUDY - MONDAYS AT 1 PM 

 

Happy Birthday  to our members 

that have birthdays/anniversary’s  

in December!  

PASSINGS 
 

KAREN DOBBERSTEIN (68) 
Saturday, November 19th 

 
 

KENNETH R. STEINHILBER  (99) 
Monday, November, 21st 

Remembering the Saints 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

 Year-to-Date Annual Budget October 

Offerings $54,483.51 $59,500.00 $7,739.00 

Other Income $43,492.62* $5,320.00 $4,015.63 

Expenses $101,709.22 $159,692.91 $11,314.34 

Net Profit/(Loss) ($3,733.09) ($94,872.91) 440.19 

Special Note:  * Other Income for Christ Lutheran includes pay-
ments from Our Savior’s toward Pastor Connie’s salary (which 
was not included in the original budget figures). 

** Other Income for Our Saviors includes more than $12,000 
that was designated for future expenditures. 

*** OSLC Expenses include nearly $26,000 for the AV project 
that was taken from previous gifts to the church. 

3 WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRY 

• Mail in a Check 

• Mobile Give+ 

App (also on 

website) 

• AHC Bank 

Payment 

You can give online!  

Check out this easy way to send 

your offering to the church 

through our website at  

 

www.christoursaviorsoshkosh.com 

 

“A gift opens the way and ushers the 

giver into the presence of the great.” 

Proverbs 18:16” 

ONLINE GIVING is secure, easy to 

set up and allows you to schedule 

recurring contributions and view 

your complete online giving histo-

ry from anywhere you have inter-

net access. We use an online giv-

ing system called Vanco. You can 

visit our website for the link to 

online giving. Click the “Vanco/

Giving” tab and it will direct you 

to the right place.  

 Year-to-Date Annual Budget October 

Offerings $101,951.56 $165,700.00 $12,786.93 

Other Income $16,826.16** $20,050.00 $407.30 

Expenses $191,883.33*** $234,105.70 $16,472.12 

Net Profit/(Loss) ($64,105.61) ($46,555.70) ($3,295.89) 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

mailto:https://www.christoursaviorsoshkosh.com/

