
  

 

 

 

Christ Our Savior  
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday 
9:00 am-1:00 pm 

 
SUNDAYS 

9:00 am Worship 
In-Person Service 

Livestream on YouTube 
Worship Video on Cable 2 
10:00 am Sunday School 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 

Church Office 
920.235.4850 

 
Amy Wojtowski  

secretary.coslc@gmail.com 
 

Barb Schneider 
worship.coslc@gmail.com 

 

Elizabeth Sell 
cosfaith75@gmail.com  

920.312.1659 
 

Desiree Grohman 
Tech.coslc@gmail.com 

 

PASTOR 
Rev. Connie Weiss 

pastor.cweiss@gmail.com 
920.904.5919 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

Kein Harvot (President) 

Linda Tedlie (Vice President) 

Kathy Dutcher 

Greg Hamilton 

Pat Krohn 

Brad Williams 

       A  Newsletter for Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

December 2025 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen“ 

Hebrews 11:1 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

We are living through a time when trust feels fragile, truth is often con-
tested, and the distance between people can seem harder to bridge than 
ever before. Divisions run deep. The constant swirl of political tension 
leaves many anxious, uncertain, and weary. Even our sense of communi-
ty can feel strained, as genuine connection becomes more difficult to 
find. 

If you have felt this ache, you are not alone. People across all perspec-
tives are searching—not simply for solutions, but for understanding, 
healing, and hope. And this longing is not a sign of weakness. It is, I be-
lieve, a holy longing—a sacred desire for the world God intends, one 
made whole by compassion, justice, and peace. 

Out of this longing rises the will to dream: a steady, courageous insist-
ence that the brokenness of our world is not the end of the story. The 
will to dream refuses despair. It dares to imagine, to resist, and to re-
build. It is a spiritual practice shaped by God’s promise. 

This year, our Advent–Christmas–Epiphany theme, The Will to Dream, 
invites us into a season rooted in prophetic imagination. Together we will 
learn to see beyond what is—to glimpse what could be through God’s 
eyes. We will hear the prophets speak truth into our present moment, 
confront systems that prize power over people, and rediscover hope as a 
radical, faithful act. My prayer is that, as we walk through this season, 
our congregation will find ourselves inside the story and learn to dream 
again—not to escape the world, but to engage it with renewed courage 
and compassion. 

I invite you to join us throughout Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany as we 
seek God’s wisdom, offer our laments, and dare to envision the future 
God desires. May this season shape us into a people who dream boldly, 
act justly, and embody the hope that Christ brings. 

 

In faith and hope, 

Pastor Connie 
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COUNT DOWN THE DAYS! 

You can pick up a calendar in our lobby. Take 
one of the colored calendars or choose the line-
art calendar to color on your own! 

AN INVITATION TO DREAM THIS SEASON 

This advent we will find inspiration from those 
big dreamers of the past as we look to open 
our hearts to expand our imaginations. The Will 
to Dream series this Advent through Epiphany 
will help challenge us to see the possibilities 
that lay ahead for each of us, as well as, for our 
growing congregation. 

On Sundays, we will focus on the Dreamers. 
Then on Wednesdays, we will focus on our 
dream for a civil society. Check out all ways 
you’re invited to participate in God’s big plan 
for us as a faithful church family.  

 

Worship Sundays at 9 am 

11/30      Advent 1: Dreaming Beyond the Fire 
12/ 7       Advent 2: Dreams that Breathe Life 
12/ 14     Advent 3: Dreams that Don’t Disappoint 
12/21      Advent 4: The Dream Becomes Real 

 

 

 

Wednesdays at 5 pm 

For 3 Lenten Wednesdays, we will offer an 
hour with  a soup supper and Dream-themed 
activities. We will have 3 activity stations: 

Poster Art / Coloring Pages / Weekly Puzzles 
 

 

 

Wednesdays at 6 pm 

12/ 3       Dreaming of Civility through Peace 
12/10      Dreaming of  Civility  through Courage 
12/17      Dreaming of Civility Through Trust  

  Mondays - 11 am       Wednesdays - 1 pm 

We continue to offer two studies each week. We 
return to watch another Drive Thru History pro-
gram. This series will focus on the first Christians 
and the spread of Christianity.  We continue to 
make our way through the book of 2 Corinthi-
ans.. Please join us! Enter Door 3 

SOUP SUPPERS & 

FUN ACTIVITIES 

Holden Evening Prayer 

CELEBRATING A FIRST 
 

We are so proud of those that received First 
Communion this past month! After receiving 
this special meal, the five youth communed 
their families. 

L-R TOP: Paige, Parker, Luke 
L-R Bottom: Natalie, Hanna 
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Start children off on the way they should go, 
and even when they are old, they will not turn from it 

Proverbs 22:6 
 
 
 
The Mystery of the Manger…we are in the search for the Gospel truth of the reason 
for Christmas. The children have been so busy learning lines for the Children’s 

Christmas program “The Mystery of the Manger…It’s the Gospel Truth!”. I know that a Saturday night service 
is very different, but I promise this program will not disappoint! We will have a chili dinner after with all the 
fixings to celebrate the children and the teachers. Please come join us and see what the headlines read! 
 
As we close the year, I want to reflect a little. We have 30 children in our youth program from pre-school to 
Confirmation Class. We have 7 teachers leading these youth with Pastor Connie and I providing the theologi-
cal support and making sure they have what they need to equip the Saints. We have given 5 children their 
First Communion and have 12 in Confirmation Class every Wednesday night. These are Fruits of the Spirit! 
God is at work here in this place! 
 
We also want to thank you for supporting the Christmas for the Troops. Alyssa will be transporting Christmas 
presents and cards to Japan in the middle of this month and at the beginning of the month the AMMO of the 
US Air Force in Saude was sent a wonderful Christmas from us. I can’t wait to share their response as we  
receive them. 
 
Dates to mark in your calendar: 

 
December 13th – 9am – 10:30am Musical rehearsal – 4:30 arrival warm-up “The Mystery of the Manger”  
     Service @ 5pm with Chili dinner to follow 
December 21st – Family Advent Crafts in the Fellowship Hall 
December 28th – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
January 4th – Sunday School Resumes @ 10am 
January 17th – Synod Youth Tubing Kewaunee Winter Park (More info to come) 

 
Your children have been quarterly bringing home a book called “My Devotions”. Please take time nightly to 
read. As a family you also received “The Will To Dream” Advent Calendar. Those who complete the calendar 
can bring it to Ms. Beth for a little surprise! 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Ms. Beth Sell – Director of XLR8 and family ministries 
920-312-1659 / cosfaith75@gmail.com 
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Pastor Connie could use cash donations,    
grocery gift cards and Kwik Trip gift cards for 
her discretionary account. To donate, write 
checks to Christ Our Savior, then in the memo 
line "Pastor's  Discretionary Fund" Thank you 
for your support! 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE 
SALE–  

December 13 & 14 

The Women of Christ Our 
Savior will be hosting a Christmas Cookie Sale on 
Saturday, December 13th during the Youth Musical 
and again on Sunday morning, December 14th. 

We’ll have a delicious variety of cookies, candies, 
and other holiday treats available. 

If you would like to contribute baked goods, please 
bring them to the church Saturday the 13th at 9:00 
a.m. Treats should be packaged in groups of six 
and priced at $3 per plate. 

This is a great way to  get a jump start on your  

holiday baking! 

 

 

The office will be closed from December 23-

January 4.  We will be checking phone messages 

periodically, but if you have an emergency or need 

to talk with Pastor, please call her cell phone at 

920.904.5919.  You can also leave an email  

message for us to check when we get back to the 

office. 

2026 GIVING ENVELOPES ARE IN!   

If you would like a box for weekly giving, 

please call the office. 

THANK YOU! 

Thanks to your generous donations, we were able 

to provide food to 6 families for Thanksgiving!  

Thank you to everyone that made this possible! 
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      11/9/2025  

          Meeting Minutes Overview 

 

 

Business 

 Barb read a message “The current state of “God’s House Kitchen”. If you use the facilities, including 
the kitchen, it is your responsibility to wash dishes, clean counters, empty coffee pot and take out 
garbage. If you want to save something in a container, properly label said item with dates and why 
they are being kept. **If not properly labeled-they will be thrown out** 

 
Current Events:  
 

a) November 26th is Thanksgiving Eve service at All Saints at 6:30 pm followed by the pie  
social. 

b) November 29th is Loaves and Fishes. Meet at church at 10am, serve at Trinity Episcopal at 
11:30am. Barb Schneider shared information about this during this morning’s church  
service. 

c) Advent: service and soup supper- Dec 3rd, 10th and 17th. Susie Smith will make signup 
sheets, we will probably need 3 big crock pots of soup when the service is at our church. 
The confirmation classes will be meeting during Advent so the youth will probably not be 
available for clean-up. 

d) Christmas Cookie Sale will be Dec 14th. The Children’s program will be the night before on 
Dec 13th. Discussion followed, we decided we will set up on Saturday morning as usual and 
will have the cookies for sale on Saturday night at the program and also Sunday morning for 
church services. So we will need people to sign up for baking and working on both Saturday 
evening and Sunday morning. All plates should have 6 items per plate and be marked as $3/ 
plate. Small loaves of breads should also be marked as $3/loaf. If larger loaves it was  
suggested they be cut and 6 slices per plate. Everything should be marked as $3 per plate. 
Susie Smith will handle the sign-up sheets, and get the cash box ready. Diane Schmude will 
check with Pete about the set up. Again, any of the items left from the sale will be used for 
the shut-ins. We will plan to pack and distribute those on Monday morning Dec 15th. Susie 
Smith will be meeting with Pastor to get a list of shut-ins. She will also discuss the kitchen 
issues with Pastor. 

 
The issue of extra electric outlets needed in the Fellowship Hall for hot meals was raised and discussed. 
The approximate cost is over $1000. The WOCOS voted and will donate half of the cost. Pat Krohn will 
share that information with the church council. 
 
Next Meeting will be Sunday January 11, 2026 at 10:15am.  
 
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Diane Schmude, secretary 
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BUILDING USE REMINDER 

If you are using the church building,  please 
make sure before you leave that the  
following are done: 

    All lights are turned  off 

    All doors are locked   
   and shut tight. Please  
   ensure this by checking   
   from the outside. 

Thank you for helping us be good stewards of 
our building. 

BIRDIES BOX — WHEN WE GIVE, HUNGER LOSES 

Hunger does not always look the way we expect. 
 

• It is the child who is quieter at school  
because an empty stomach makes it hard to 
focus. 

• It is the senior who stretches a can of soup 
across three meals because prices have risen 
faster than their income. 

• It is the single parent who stands in the  
grocery aisle doing math, deciding whether 
to buy milk or medicine.  
 

These are not strangers. They are the people God 
has placed in our path. Some sit in the pews   
beside us. Some live just down the street.  
All of them carry a quiet hope that someone will 
care enough to help.        
 

Right now, Birdies Box shelves are being emptied 
faster than they are being filled. Benefits are  
delayed, grocery costs are high, and families are 
doing everything they can — but it is not enough. 
 

Most Needed Items 
• Powdered milk 
• Cereal 
• Frozen fruits and vegetables 
• Pouches of soup, just add water 
• Cooking oil 
• Cake mixes and frosting, so birthdays can still 

feel like birthdays 
• Sugar and flour 

 

Every donated item is more than food. It is relief. 
It is dignity. It is a reminder that God sees, and 
His people respond. 
If you cannot shop, a financial gift lets us pur-
chase exactly what is missing, often at reduced 
prices through our suppliers. Even five dollars can 
turn into multiple meals. 
Hunger never takes a day off, neither can  
compassion. 
Let us be the reason someone goes to bed fed, 
not hungry. Let us be the answered prayer. 
Thank you for giving not just groceries, but love 
in action. 
With Gratitude, 
 

Barbara Stanchik and Devon Pedersen 
Birdies Box Co-Manager’s 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

 

December 3 Soup Supper/Holden Evening Prayer 

December 10 Soup Supper/Holden Evening Prayer 

December 13 Children’s Program with Bake Sale 

  Dinner to Follow 

December 14  WOCOS Bake Sale 

December 17 Soup Supper/Holden Evening Prayer 

December 24 Christmas Eve Service 

We are committed to inclusion, love, and belonging. 
You are welcome and needed here! 

STATEMENTS 

Shelby statements have been emailed.  Please 

hold on to these for your end of year records. 
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WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRY                    

• Mail in a Check 

• ACH Bank Payment  Year-to-Date 2025 Budget Oct 2025 

Offerings $ 161,380 $ 196,000 $ 14,760 

Other Income $ 39,295 $ 43,700 $5,704 

Expenses $ 247,728 $ 354,240 $ 23,097 

Net Profit/(Loss) ($ 47,053) ($ 114,500) ($2,633) 

2025 COUNCIL MEMBER CONTACTS 
 

President:   Kevin Harvot 
   kharvot@gmail.com  
   920-379-0829  
    

Vice President: Linda Tedlie 
   Tedliel@gmail.com  
   920.410.0745 
 

Member:  Patricia (Pat) Krohn 
   pkrohn717@gmail.com 
   920.233.8403 (cell) 
 

Member:  Brad Williams 
   kilties73@yahoo.com 
   920.420.4606  
 

Member:   Greg Hamilton 
   greggrizz@msn.com  
   503.709.3320 
 

Member:   Kathy Dutcher 
   dutchkm50@gmail.com 
   920.203.2562 
 

SUPPORTING THE COUNCIL 
 

Recording   Maryla Karl 
Secretary:  mjkdrk124@gmail.com  
   920-231-7999  

 

Financial Liaison:  Barb Williams 
   wibarbie@yahoo.com 
   920.410.8884 

 

Below you will find our social media platforms. 
Make sure to subscribe, follow and share our 

pages so people can find us! 

Find us on Facebook.  
www.facebook.com/

christoursaviorslutheranoshkosh 

 

Find us on YouTube. We will be using YouTube 
Live for Sunday services.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/         

UCA0C2B-FnQscUDQeN930BMA. 
 

Find links to any of our social media pages on 
our website at: 

https://www.coslcoshkosh.com 

FIND US ON  

FLOWER MINISTRY  

Consider signing  up to sponsor the 
flowers for a Sunday. The sign up 
sheet is located in the lobby.   

The cost is $30.00 and they come from 
Festival.    

If you are interested in a special  
flower, or if you have questions, see Christine  
Esselman.  

NOISY OFFERING 

Our children will be  

collecting during the  

offering on the 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays of the 

month.  All proceeds support community 

and world-wide mission work 

mailto:Pkrohn717@gmail.com

