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A  Newsletter for Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

Dear Friends, 

A new birth is usually a joyous occasion. Often, we think 
about this in the context of a new baby. For those who 
have planned for a family, new birth brings joy of a 
dream realized. For us this Christmas, the new birth we 
celebrate is the God who came to live among us - and 
began with a humble beginning as a baby.  

But the birth of something new can be a scary thing 
filled with uncertainty. There are times in our lives when the new follows great 
loss. Whether it’s the loss of a loved one, a relationship, a job or an unexpected 
illness, new doesn't always equate with a good or welcome birth. 

Peter had seen and experienced so much of the new. Yet for this faithful apostle, 
he kept moving forward through it all. As a disciple, he followed an unconven-
tional rabbi, spent most of his time on the road with people he never imagined 
himself hanging out with. He experienced persecution and fear. He even stum-
bled now and then. Still, he moved forward faithfully.  

As modern-day disciples, we have done just that. You have moved forward in 
these times of change trusting that God was leading you. Yes, much of it was into 
uncharted territory. You experienced loss of relationships and the introduction to 
new ones. You were challenged by a pandemic and the idea of seeing how God 
was giving birth to a new church in your midst. Sometimes, the scary part was not 
knowing where you would land. But still, you persisted and trusted. And that’s 
what faith is all about, my friends.  

As we enter into a new year, we are about to experience the birth of something 
new. We have blended two congregations, taken on a new name and made many 
changes in the ways we are God’s church together. For me, I am experiencing it 
like a soon-to-be parent. Like Peter, I move boldly forward because I know that 
life comes after death. That even though a birth can change everything, the old 
memories, the traditions we came from and who we are in Christ has never 
changed. Peter never had to say goodbye to one faith in order to move into a 
new one. It was all the same - but better. Peter could celebrate what his ances-
tors only dreamed of - - the coming of a Savior.  

Let us never forget that to be born into something new doesn’t erase our past 
but rewards it. Our two individual congregations have experienced a resurrection. 
And that is cause for celebration! I hope you will join us at 1 pm on January 8th as 
we come together to thank God for birthing this new thing in and amongst us!  

Yours in Christ, 

January 2023 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

1 Peter 1:3 
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“Now is the Time: the ELCA’s Declaration to People 

of African Descent” One way we can do justice is 

to learn about the history of racism in our country. 

In 2019, the churchwide assembly of the ELCA 

adopted the Declaration to People of African De-

scent. A five-week virtual study of this declaration 

called  “Now is the Time” will be offered in January 

and February. 

There is no cost to participate and the materials 

needed are available as free downloads 

on the ELCA website. Anyone high school age or 

above is welcome. The dates of the study are 

Thursdays, January 19 and 26 and February 2, 9, 

and 16. Participants may choose to attend either 

in the morning (9:30-11:00 am) or evening (6:00-

7:30 pm). To register, please send the following 

information to Randy Johnson (jajrgj9@aol.com ) 

by January 10th.  

Recreation & Revelation  

Every year in February, clergy and lay people 

from across the country gather in the Rocky 

Mountains at Winter Park, Colorado for a week 

of continuing education, spiritual renewal, and 

winter play. Each year, two esteemed theologi-

ans are featured. The week-long format and lim-

ited size of the retreat allows participants to 

build real relationships with our faculty and each 

other. The experience is closer to a J-term inten-

sive, rather than one hit wonder presentation. 

The dates this winter are: February 12-17, 2023 . 

The speakers this year are Dr. Kelly Sherman-

Conroy and Dr. Ryan Bonfiglio. If you would like 

to learn more or have questions, feel free to 

contact Pastor Luther Swenson at Ascension in 

Green Bay at  

pastorluther@ascensiongb.com.  

Racial Equity Virtual Study Offered  

Joint ELCA/Roman Catholic  
Worship Service and Gathering  

Save the date for  

"Our Baptismal Calling: Salt and Light"  

Thursday, February 16, 2023 |10:30 am - 2:15 pm 

Green Bay, Location TBD 
 

Based on Matthew 5, join in worship and conversation with our ecumenical siblings in the Diocese of 
Green Bay about our common calling as people of faith. The content of this gathering will help mentors, 
leaders, and influencers in our faith communities be equipped to help others live out their baptismal call-
ings. Through various presentations and workshops, those who attend will find inspiration and resources 
for ministry and a deeper connection to the connecting points of our theology and tools to share as we 
help all of God's people discern their baptismal purpose. Registration will open soon and the cost is $20.   



3 

 

ANNUAL MEETING  

 Sunday February 5th 
10:15 am 

 

If you are the head of a committee, make 

sure to have your reports sent to Megan by 

the end of December. We need them as 

soon as possible. We are also putting to-

gether a booklet so you can view it before 

the meeting on February 5th. This year we 

will have one booklet instead of two. Thank 

you in advance for your cooperation. 

-COSLC Staff/Council 

NEW YEAR, NEW SPACES 

The Church has been spun 

around the last few 

months as we have found 

new places for things to go. 

We have found more space 

and spaces that can be uti-

lized in a better way. The old quilter’s room is 

now a storage room, and the purple room is 

now going to be the new music room, where 

musicians can store more stuff as well as have 

an office. The quilters are now utilizing  part of 

Grace Place so they can all be together.  

Join us for  
 

CELEBRATION SUNDAY 
Sunday, January 8th at 1 pm 

 

We’ve moved our normal Sunday service time so that ELCA congregations 
and their pastors can join us for this special service. We will be received as a 
new congregation. Pastor Connie will also be installed. Then join us in the 
Fellowship Hall following worship for appetizers and beverages as we contin-
ue the celebration. 

We hope to see you there! 
 

A new congregational photo will be taken that afternoon. 
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Thank you to all those who supported and showed up to see the Christmas Cantata. It was a huge group 
effort from a lot of people. We want to thank Corky and Linda for their prep  and hard work to make the can-
tata happen this year. Thank you to the congregation for your continued support on making things like this a 

success and your support on bringing back things we have missed since Covid has started.  

Thank you to all those who made the     
Children’s Program great! We are so excit-
ed that we could bring this back and could 
not have done it without a lot of key peo-
ple. Thank you to Pastor, Barb, Mary Backus 
and any musicians and the Education team 
for making it all happen. 

Thank you to Katie Merwin, her family and 
the Education team for providing an amaz-
ing turkey dinner after the children's pro-
gram. We are thankful for your hard work 
and dedication to our education programs! 

THANK YOU OSHKOSH  NORTH MADRIGALS! 

Oshkosh North Madrigal Singers were at our church on 

Sunday, December 4th to perform some songs/carols 

before service. We hope you enjoyed them. We thank 

them for there time! 

Advent Recap: Advent was a success with Soup Dinners, Fellowship and Worship. Thank you 
to all those that helped in numerous ways during Advent especially those that helped with the 
soup dinners.  

A CHRISTMAS TO REMEMBER 

This year’s Christmas services were made special by all those who helped—from the do-
nation of our tree to the readers, singers, musicians, A/V operators, decorators, ushers 
and planners. But what was most inspiring were the people who gathered to worship at 
our Christmas Eve and Christmas morning services both in-person and online.  
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Have you suggestions for content 
for our newsletter?   Let us know 

and contact the office! 
 

secretary.coslc@gmail.com 

COLORFUL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY! 

Consider signing  up to sponsor the 
flowers for a Sunday. The sign up 

sheet is located in the narthex.  See Christine Essel-
man about the flowers.  The cost is $20.00.  Chris-
tine will take care of the rest.  If you are interested 
in a special flower, just let Christine know and she 
will do her best to accommodate.  Flowers come 
from Festival Foods. 

Thank you to all those who have 

helped us during worship 

(readers, candlelighters, com-

munion assistants, etc) during advent. We couldn't 

have done it without you. 

Join us every Monday in person as we look at 
the upcoming text for each Sunday.  If you want 
to join us online, let the office know ahead of 
time so we can set up a Zoom link. Thanks! 

BIBLE STUDY - MONDAYS AT 1 PM 

Happy Birthday  to all congrega-

tion members that have birth-

days/anniversaries in January! 

 

We Need your 

Help! 

Birdie’s Box is in 
desperate need of 
food this winter. 

 

We are asking you to help us stock us the shelves 
for Birdies Box during the winter, so we can help as 
many families and people as we can. 
 

  We are looking for FROZEN FOOD ITEMS! If you 
bring in these types of items, they need to go into 
the freezer immediately.  We are not going to mon-
itor the shelves or the shopping carts for frozen 
food items.  But will be checking the freezer in the 
kitchen and the Sunday school room.   

-Debbie Kamark 

 

 

 

We often use “family” language in church, but 
family language can be misused. Some families – 
whether biological families or church families – 
project a sense that joining the family means be-
coming “just like us.” The reality is that, when a 
new member comes into the family, whether 
through birth, adoption, marriage, or church 
membership classes, the family itself changes. 
Just as a happy marriage requires incorporating 
the gifts and experiences of two different families 
of origin to form a new family, so a healthy con-
gregation is able to incorporate the gifts and ex-
periences of new members, including those who 
come from very different cultural contexts. 

In contrast to a sense of exclusion the Galatians 
were feeling (Galatians 4:12-18), Paul emphasizes 
the positive nature of the relationship he has with 
the Galatians. He brought the Gospel to them 
where they were (“I have become as you are,” 
4:12), and they welcomed him with open arms. 

Jack Weissling 

December 24, 2022 

Funeral TBD 
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Follow us on social media to stay up to date with us! 

 

Find any links to our social media 
on our website at: 

https://www.coslcoshkosh.com/ 

A big thank you to all the in-
coming and outgoing Parish 
Council members!  
 

We are so blessed for all your hard work and 
dedication to making the parish run better! 

Outgoing Members 

Barb Schneider, Kevin Harvot, Sue Hall,                
Nancy Schwartz, and Ron Kuehl 

 

Incoming Members 
Mike Fineran, Barry Rusch, Katie and                         

Ben Merwin, and Shari Englund 

Kids Offering Update:  

We have been offering a 
childrens offering plate 
during worship for the 
Oshkosh Humane Socie-

ty. We are thrilled to tell you that we have collected 
so far in the past three months, $58.29 as of 
12/20/2022. The Humane Society has sent us a thank 
you, thanking you for your support and helping their 
organization in any way that you can! 

Fill the Gap - Oshkosh has donat-
ed $800 to get bus tokens for the    
Salvation Army. Thank you to all 
those who are on the Fill The Gap 
team, especially Pastor, for all the 
hard work you do for the community! 

We are so thankful for 
the consolidation 
team and their efforts 
over the past few 
years to get us to 
where we are now with the new  church. They 
have worked so hard to get us where we are 
now. Thank you to all those who have been 
apart of the team over the last few years! Your 
service has been much appreciated.  

Update on our Syrian Family: Our 
Syrian family has moved into a differ-
ent apartment and have been ad-

justing well. The kids are doing great in school and 
have been learning a lot about the new world around 
them. Thank you to all those who have supported 
them—even if it’s as simple as a prayer! 

Katie Merwin is trying to get a team together to 
help   build church life as we move forward into 
the new year as one new congregation. We would 
love for you to get involved! If you are interested 
in helping to lead this new initiative, please see 
her at church on Sundays or email her at: 

Lularoekatelynmerwin@yahoo.com  

We are so motivated to get church life back on 
and active within our church family! 

CONSOLIDATION UPDATE: 

Taking Root and Showing New Growth! 

July 16-20, 2024 in New Orleans 
 

THEME: CREATED TO BE 

We have been created to be ourselves by God. 

WHAT TO EXPECT 

Participants will dive deeper into justice, mental 
health and anti-racism conversations throughout 
the Gathering. The event also hopes to foster  
relationships and be a sanctuary for each other. 

ELIGIBLE YOUTH 
Youth participants must be in eighth to 12th grade at the 
time of registration (fall 2023).   
 

Interested youth and adult chaperones,                     
please contact Pastor Connie 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

 Year-to-Date Annual Budget NOVEMBER 

Offerings $59,227.89 $59,500.00 $4,744.38 

Other Income $48,005.12* $5,320.00 $4,535.60 

Expenses $110,343.17 $159,692.91 $8,633.95 

Net Profit/(Loss) ($3,110.16) ($94,872.91) $648.03 

Special Note:   
 
* Other Income for Christ Lutheran includes payments from Our 
Savior’s toward Pastor Connie’s salary (which was not included 
in the original budget figures).  
 
** Other Income for Our Saviors includes more than $12,000 
that was designated for future expenditures.  
 
*** OSLC Expenses include nearly $26,000 for the AV project 
that was taken from previous gifts to the church.  

3 WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRY 

• Mail in a Check 

• Mobile Give+ 

App (also on 

website) 

• AHC Bank 

Payment 

You can give online!  

Check out this easy way to send 

your offering to the church 

through our website at  

 

www.christoursaviorsoshkosh.com 

 

“A gift opens the way and ushers the 

giver into the presence of the great.” 

Proverbs 18:16” 

ONLINE GIVING is secure, easy to 

set up and allows you to schedule 

recurring contributions and view 

your complete online giving histo-

ry from anywhere you have inter-

net access. We use an online giv-

ing system called Vanco. You can 

visit our website for the link to 

online giving. Click the “Vanco/

Giving” tab and it will direct you 

to the right place.  

 Year-to-Date Annual Budget NOVEMBER 

Offerings 120,647.49 $165,700.00 $9,695.93 

Other Income $17,424.16** $20,050.00 $589.00 

Expenses $210,018.34*** $234,105.70 $18,476.49 

Net Profit/(Loss) ($71,946.69) ($48,355.70) ($8,182.56) 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

mailto:https://www.christoursaviorsoshkosh.com/

