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Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding;  in all your ways submit to him, 

and he will make your paths straight. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

Dear Friends, 

Whenever I go on a journey, there’s some amount of trust that needs to take 
place. When I pack my suitcase, I need to trust that I’ve packed all that I need. 
And if I didn’t, I have to find peace in that also. Then, there’s the moment I board 
the plane.  I need to surrender any control that I feel I may have  - remembering 
that someone else if flying the plane. You get it, right? Anytime we choose to go 
on a journey, we’re choosing to be vulnerable and put our trust in those who ac-
tually are taking us where we need to go. 

On March 12th, I will board an international flight with my husband, Mark Arend 
and others from our synod to take the long-awaited trip to the Holy Land. I am so 
excited! But as I prepare for this pilgrimage, I also am inundated with thoughts of 
the many preparations I need to make before I even step foot in the airport. And 
while I have some pretty good understanding on what I need to do on my end, I 
have learned that I need to surrender to the fact that there will be many things 
that I have no control of - like a pandemic, being a foreigner and all the unfore-
seen circumstances that may pop up along the way. Now, I could let the un-
knowns get to me. But why would I let my own thoughts sabotage a beautiful 
experience in the making? 

This time of Lent is also a journey, my friends. It’s a time in which we prepare our 
hearts and our heads to focus on those things that will make these 40 days mean-
ingful ones. We’ll not just be a tourist - but a traveling companion with our Lord. 
We’ll want to  imagine ourselves walking next to him and taking in all the sights, 
sounds and feelings wrapped up in those moments. And at some point on that 
journey, we will have to let go and trust the Spirit to be our tour guide—leading 
us through Lent in a way that we have never experienced before.  

So are you ready? What will you have to do to prepare for this special time? How 
will you be a good traveling companion with our Lord and with those around 
you? What will you learn about yourself in the process and how has it trans-
formed you? See, God is doing a new thing each and every day. And this journey 
with take with Jesus is one, I hope, that we will never forget. 

As we embark on this journey, let us not forget to begin with prayer. Trusting that 
God is making all the necessary preparations. All we need do is trust in the one 
who truly leads us. 

In Christ’s Love, 
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Recently we noticed an uptick in 
pastors reporting that they were 
victims of scammers who were 
impersonating them, contacting 
members for "gift cards" or confi-
dential financial favors. This type 
of activity is not likely your pastor 
or local leader but someone pos-
ing as them. Unfortunately this is 
a common scheme. 
 
Church Mutual has a good re-
source that makes members 
aware of scams like these and in-
vites people to be proactive in 
protecting their identity. Please 
stay vigilant, always double check 
before you share any funds, and if 
you don't know for sure, be in 
touch directly with your pastor or 
church office.   

SCAMS ON THE RISE AGAIN  NOW IS THE TIME AFGHAN ADJUSTMENT ACT  

Following the U.S. withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, over 130,000 Afghans 
were evacuated. Tens of thousands 
of U.S.-affiliated and at-risk Afghans 
have been welcomed into the Unit-
ed States via “humanitarian pa-
role,” which is a temporary immi-
gration status typically only granted 
for 1 or 2 years to provide safety for 
people under threat. Right now, 
Congress is negotiating legislation 
to fund the federal government 
after February 18th, the date the 
current funding expires. It is critical 
that Members of Congress hear 
loudly and clearly that their constit-
uents want Congress to robustly 
fund the U.S. Refugee Admissions 
Program (USRAP) and include an 
Afghan Adjustment Act in the final 
legislation. 

 

Slavery ended over 150 years ago, 
and I am a white Lutheran who 
never owned slaves. How and why 
am I a part of this apology?  
What is the history of Lutherans 
related to slavery?  

"Now Is the Time," Explanation of 
the Declaration of the ELCA to Peo-
ple of African Descent, explores 
these questions, stresses realism, 
self-examination and accountabil-
ity as the church acknowledges and 
apologizes for the history and im-
pact of slavery and systemic rac-
ism. The study guide focuses on 
deepening our understanding of 
this history as participants engage 
in often-difficult conversation and 
reflection to move the church to-
ward racial healing and justice. 
The five-part study resource, with a 
guide and participant materials, is 
available at elca.org/Resources/
Racial-Justice.    

ELCA WORLD HUNGER'S 40 DAYS OF GIVING  

As the world has reeled from the effects of a deadly pandemic, we have seen the number of hungry people 
around the world rise, watched as food pantries and soup kitchens expanded to serve an ever-growing num-
ber of guests, and longed together for the time when we “will hunger no more, and thirst no more ... and 
God will wipe away every tear from [our] eyes” (Revelation 7:16-17). This very yearning is at the heart of 
who we are as church together. Yet our longing has never led to inertia or despair, despite the discouraging 
forecasts. We are an Easter people, ever journeying toward the cross but trusting in faith that God’s story 
does not end on that hill. 

Visit the link on synod’s website for resources including a Lenten Calendar, Study Guide, Action Guide, 
Weekly E-mail Series for Lent, or to Give.  
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RETURN.1 

3/2 Ash Wed - 6 pm 

 
REVIVE 

3/6 Sun - 9 am  

3/9 Wed - 6 pm 

 
REFORM 
3/13 Sun - 9 am  

3/16 Wed - 6 pm 

 
RECOGNIZE 
3/20 Sun - 9 am  

3/23 Wed - 6 pm 

 
RENEW 
3/27 Sun - 9 am  

3/30 Wed - 6 pm 

 
RESTORE 
4/3 Sun - 9 am  

4/6 Wed - 6 pm 

A Special 40-Day Journey 

“See I am doing a new thing!” The theme for our shared 40-day journey  comes 

from Isaiah 43:19 and has emerged out of an understanding of the circumstances 

that we have been experiencing these past two years.  

As a country, this pandemic has created so many changes to the way we work, live 

and interact. Much of this has been such a challenge for all of us. However, we’ve 

also have come to see the many blessings along the way. We had to find new ways 

to worship and connect that became exciting new additions to how we already 

function as God’s church through video. Then, we have the process of bringing our 

two congregations together. It began out of a time of scarcity. Our Savior’s needed 

staff and Christ Lutheran needed a home. For both congregations, everything took 

on a new look and feel. And in the midst of it all, we have discovered how God has 

created new opportunities with work towards consolidation. 

Each week, we are choosing words that not only move us through the lectionary - 

but connect us to how God is re-creating us in the process. We’ll journey with Je-

sus as he leads us through his mission to take on the world’s sin and gift us with 

the promise of a new life in this world and the next. 

Lent is a humble journey that calls us to slow down and reflect but also leads us on 

a path to resurrection. It’s through these 40 days that we are reminded of all the 

ways that God is truly doing a New Thing in our lives and with those around us! RETURN.2 

4/10 Palm Sun - 9 am 

 
REMEMBER 

4/14 Maundy Thu - 6 pm 

 
RELEASE 

4/15 Good Fri - 1 & 6 pm 

 
REJOICE! 

4/17 Easter - 9 am 

4 Ways to Worship with Us! 
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with Pastor 

Every Monday at 1pm 

Join us in-person or online! 
 

Join us every Monday at 1 pm either in-person or 

on Zoom. We will be meeting at 1 pm every week 

in the Fellowship Hall or Grace Place. We will look 

at the upcoming text for each Sunday. We hope 

you can join us whether it is online or in-person! 

Look out for an email for the weekly link to join us. 

Pastor Connie will be out of office 

March 10th through March  25th. 

She is going to visit the holy land 

and will be sharing her journey 

with us. If you need anything dur-

ing this time, we will have pulpit supply for Pasto-

ral emergency’s but please reach out to the office 

if you need anything that is not urgent.  

NEWSLETTER UPDATE 

By the end of this year, we 

would love to be sending out 

under a certain number of news-

letters. If you are receiving the 

newsletter and would like to save us the paper and man 

power it takes to get it to you every month, please send 

us the blue or pink card back that we have provide in 

this/past newsletter.  You can either email us your re-

sponse and address or you can send it back to the 

church address which is listed below: 

1860 Wisconsin St., Oshkosh, Wi  54901 

The newsletter is always available online and we will 

still send to those that can’t access the internet, but we 

would love to send out less than we have before.  

Please consider reading the newsletter online instead of 

receiving it in the mail.  

The Women of Our Savior's and Christ Lutheran 

met on Sunday, February 13, following worship in 

the Fellowship Hall.  They will be supporting the 

Warming Shelter meal, March 18th, chili 

dump.  There was discussion on possible Lenten 

emphasis on gathering Personal Care kits for 

LWR.  Suggestions were made to resume taking up 

a noisy offering during church services and using 

those funds to purchase supplies and or be used to 

ship kits to Minnesota.  Eileen Kuehl will talk with 

Pastor Connie about the noisy offering collec-

tion.  We will also encourage members to donate 

items.  We will plan a date after Easter to put the 

kits together.  Eileen Kuehl said she will check with 

her husband, they might deliver the kits to Minne-

sota. Instead of a bakery/craft sale in March, sug-

gestions are offered to maybe do a sale during 

summer or early fall in church, or do a sale during 

an outside service if we have one.  The feeling was 

we might have more people in attendance to pur-

chase items then.  Or we could do a bake sale simi-

lar to a pizza sale where we would have people sign 

up for certain types of cookies, and then the wom-

en would bake them as requested.  We decided to 

discuss this more at our next meeting in March. 

Deb Stephany discussed the Feeding Hungry Kids 

program for summer 2022.  She continues to meet 

with other churches in Oshkosh who are also part 

of this program.  She would like input into what is 

working and what is not, what is the way our 

church would like to be involved. We are encour-

aged to include prayers of support for Pastor Con-

nie whenever women’s groups meet in our church. 

Submitted by Diane Schmude 
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A NEWSLETTER ARTICLE REQUEST 

When submitting articles, please try to keep 
them brief when you can. We are receiving 
many articles and want to make sure every-
thing makes it into our monthly newsletter. 

April articles due by: 

March 18th 

BUILDING & GROUNDS UP-

DATE: 

The Building and Grounds crew 
would like to let everyone 
know and remind everyone to 

please be careful when walking in the building 
after we get snow. People are tracking in a lot of 
salt and when it dries, it is really hard to get out 
of our carpets. Please shake off your shoes/
boots when entering the building. Building and 
Grounds is also hoping to get the lights in the 
sanctuary updated soon. Thank you all for you 
patience and cooperation with all the work be-
ing done in the building. 

BIRDIE’S BOX DONATIONS NEEDED  

TAKING FLOWER ORDERS 
FOR EASTER! 

No Sponsorship during Lent 

 

Lent is a solemn time when we 

remember the journey Jesus took to the cross. In 

honoring this season, the church refrains from dis-

playing flowers in the sanctuary. 

However, we are taking orders for Easter. If you 

would like to order Easter flowers. Please check 

out our order form in a future email or you can 

find them at church. We are still looking at pricing 

and options. Thank you! 

Orders will be due by March 31st 
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A PRAYER FOR A NEW SEASON 

Loving God: Send your Holy 
Spirit to guide us as we move 
forward in faith. We place our-
selves in your hands. May we 
be of one mind and one spir-
it. Prepare our hearts to live 
out your new vision for us as  
one body in Christ.  Strengthen 
and inspire us for the journey 
ahead.  Amen.  

 

Stephen Ministry is a special part of our congregation. 
We are already blessed to have 6 Stephen Ministers 
and on February 6th, 2022, we commissioned 5 more 
members into the Stephen Ministry. (Kari Hyatt, 
Maryla Karl, Gloria Gross, Kari Jo Welnicke, and Mark 
Arend.) 

We are so excited  that the ministry is thriving and 
doing wonderful work in our Parish. If you would like 
to be connected to a Stephen Minister, we can match 
you with that special person. There are numerous 
ways to be involved in this ministry. Stephen Minis-
ters can help in a variety of ways. If you would like 
any more information about Stephen Ministry, how 
to get involved or want to be matched to a Stephen 
Minister, please reach out to Linda Tedlie at: 

920-410-0745 or 

Tedliel@gmail.com 

We now need counters for the 

weekly offerings. We would like 

to have them done every week 

on Sundays after church or 

Monday mornings around 11 

am. These people would be responsible for counting 

the weekly offerings given at church on Sunday’s and 

the offerings given through mail and online. If you 

would be interested in helping or signing up, please 

sign up in the Narthex or email Barb Schneider.  

From left to right: Kari Hyatt, Maryla Karl, Gloria Gross, 

Kari Jo Welnicke, and Mark Arend 

See the Holy Land through Our Eyes! 

March 13-25th 

Pastor Connie, her husband Rick and fellow 
member Mark Arend will be finally taking their 
long-awaited trip to the Holy Land which was 
postponed two years ago.  They will embark on 
a 12- day pilgrimage and explore the rich histor-
ical, religious and cultural aspects of the Holy 
Land while connecting with the people who live 
there today. They will gain an in-depth under-
standing of the political realities of life on both 
sides of the “Green Line” and engage with peo-
ple who will share their personal stories.  

Pastor Connie will  try to post daily on our Face-
book pages, videos from these most holy and 
famous sites. She will also be providing their 
itinerary and ask for your prayers as they travel. 
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The Prayer Chain is an on-line ministry.  A 
wonderful, loving, caring, tenacious group 
of "Prayer Warriors" who take time each 
day to pray for the needs of others. 

If you are interested in participating in this 
email ministry, please contact Eileen Kuehl 
at 235-6393 or eileenkuehl4@gmail.com or 
920-573-7205. Or you may contact: Diane 
Schmude at 920-235-4689 or di-
ane4689@att.net. 

These are also the people to contact if you 
wish to ask for a specific prayer that needs 
to be addressed. 

HELPING OUR MINISTRY FINANCIALLY 

The Offering envelopes we have ordered are now 

in. You can pick them up during office hours or on 

Sunday’s during worship. They are located outside 

the parish office. Some boxes are already labeled 

so please check if we have made you a box already. 

If not, we have plenty extra! Just a reminder that 

we designed the envelopes to be sent in the mail if 

you want to give to our ministry that way. They are 

not just for giving in-person. If you would like a 

box, we can get one to you. Just call the office and 

we can arrange that  Thank you for supporting our 

ministry financially! 

Vanco Mobile Replaced GivePlus Mobile on Janu-

ary 31. Vanco Mobile will replace GivePlus Mo-

bile. If you give online and want quick access to 

giving, download the new app. Instruction are on 

the Vanco website if you need help. This is a great 

resource to use if you give financially online. 

QUILTING UPDATE 

The Quilters are back 

to work again every 

Thursday starting at 

8:30 am in the quilting 

room.  They are hard at work every week mak-

ing and sewing quilts for Lutheran World Relief. 

They are also so grateful for the new furnace 

that was donated to keep them warm in the 

back of the building! 

The Quilter’s are running 
out of blankets and flat 
sheets for making quilts 
that we send to needy 
people in the mission 

field. As you do your spring house cleaning, 
please think about saving those for the Quilters. 
They need bed blankets that are twin, queen and 
king size. Please NO lap blankets. Any size top bed 
sheets in any color or design they will take as 
well. Blankets do not need to be in excellent con-
dition as they are used as fillers. Please put them 
near the quilter’s door if you find any. Thank you 
in advance. 
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We had two very success-

ful Annual meetings. Both 

annual meeting minutes 

are on our website for your 

viewing needs. We are excited to welcome 3 new 

Parish Council members. We elected new Council 

members at each meeting. Please welcome 

Maryla Karl, Nancy Schwartz and Hayden Chris-

tensen to our Parish Council. We still need some 

delegates for annual meeting so if you are inter-

ested, please email the office.  

Our Church family has been part 

of a partnership between Win-

nebago County Aging and Disa-

bility Resource Center (ADRC) 

and The Valley VNA. Together we will be resuming 

the Memory Care Respite program for the Osh-

kosh area. This program provides free respite care 

for caregivers to people experiencing memory 

loss, Alzheimer's or dementia. We will be starting 

with 1 day a month, the 4th Tuesday of the month 

from 1:30-3:30. We provide the handicap accessi-

ble location in Grace Place and several volunteers 

for each session. Our volunteers provide compan-

ionship, we get to visit, do activities, play games, 

and basically just have fun. If you want more infor-

mation or want to sign up to be a volunteer for the 

end of February, please contact Diane Schmude. 

You can reach Diane at  

920-235-4689, or diane4689@att.net.    

CONSOLIDATION 

We have put up a huge cork board in the Narthex 

called the “Communication Station.” Here you will 

find any information on consolidation and what 

steps we are on in the process. If you would like 

to help in any of the steps, you can find contact 

information here as well for certain people to get 

in contact with. You can also visit our website for 

update on the consolidation process, under the 

“Better Together” tab. There is also a link to the 

paperwork Synod gave us for consolidation pro-

cess their as well.  

WELCOME NEW 

COUNCIL MEMBERS! 

Please welcome our new 

Council members. You 

can also view their biog-

raphy and pictures on our website! If you see 

them at church, say hi! 

Maryla  

Karl 

Nancy 

Schwartz 

Hayden  

Christensen 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

COUNCIL NOTES:   

Council has been busy at 

work and is excited about 

the progress they are see-

ing  in the church at all different levels. They are 

excited the consolidation team and the progress 

the team is making. They are also excited to 

welcome three new members to the team. Wel-

come Maryla, Nancy and Hayden! 

 Year-to-Date Annual Budget 

Offerings $ 3,310.50 $59,500.00 

Other Income $5,165.80 $5,320.00 

Expenses $10,707.04 $259,692.91 

Net Profit/(Loss) ($2,230.74) ($94,872.91) 

WEBSITE UPDATE! 

3 WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRY 

• Mail in a Check 

• Mobile Give+ App 

(also on website) 

• AHC Bank Payment 

You can give online!  

Check out this easy way to send your offering 

to the church through our website at  

www.christoursaviorsoshkosh.com 

“A gift opens the way and ushers the giver into 

the presence of the great.” Proverbs 18:16” 

ONLINE GIVING 

is secure, easy to 

set up and allows 

you to schedule 

recurring contribu-

tions and view 

your complete 

online giving history from anywhere you 

have internet access. We use an online giv-

ing system called Vanco. You can visit our 

website for the link to online giving. Click 

the “Vanco/Giving” tab and it will direct 

you to the right place.  

The website is a great resource to find infor-

mation on the church. We update it daily and 

want it to be a resource for the community as 

well. You can find Sunday Worship as well as 

some recently added community resources to 

it. If you want to see something that is not on 

there, reach out to the office.  

 Year-to-Date Annual Budget 

Offerings $ 7,417.17 $   163,700.00 

Other Income $10,363.81 $     20,050.00 

Expenses $ 17,136.54 $234,105.70 

Net Profit/(Loss) $644.44 $46,55.70 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

JANUARY 2022 

Special Notes: 

Other Income for Christ Lutheran includes pay-
ment from Our Savior’s toward Pastor Connie’s 
salary (which was not included in the budget 
figures). 

Other Income for Our Savior’s includes $ 9,600 
in gifts designated toward specific expenses that 
will be paid later in the year. 

mailto:https://www.christoursaviorsoshkosh.com/
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Easter Flower Order Form 

$8.00  

 

Name of Sponsor(s):  

________________________________ 

In Honor of 

____________________________________ 

or 

In Memory of 

____________________________________ 

 

Please print names to ensure proper 

spelling. 

 

Make checks payable to Christ Lutheran Church 

Flowers and return to office or mail it to us 

along with this form! 

 

Deadline:  March 31st, 2022 

NO ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED 

AFTER THE DEADLINE. 

Easter Flower Order Form 

$8.00  

 

Name of Sponsor(s):  

________________________________ 

In Honor of 

___________________________________ 

or 

In Memory of 

___________________________________ 

 

Please print names to ensure proper 

spelling. 

 

Make checks payable to Christ Lutheran 

Church Flowers and return to office or mail it 

to us along with this form! 

 

Deadline:  March 31st, 2022 

NO ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED 

AFTER THE DEADLINE. 


